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Johann Ahlers has been intimately involved, and is well- known, in the Telecommunications and Defence technology sectors for more than 24 years.  He lead three divisions of CSIR, (Mikomtek, Aerotek and Defencetek), and has been a member of several Cabinet, government and industry federation appointed committees and advisory groups (in electronics and telecommunications) between 1988 and 2000 . Johann holds degrees BEng(Hons) (Electronics), University of Pretoria, cum laude, and the SMEE (Master of Science in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA. His career included tenures at amongst other Marconi, Barlow Laboratories, and ESD (Pty) Ltd. Johann was pivotal in the establishment and formalization of the Defence Evaluation and Research Institutes, as formal scientific advisor to the Minister of Defence. 
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