TO: RF BREMEN  

VN: SONNE  

17.12.87 / 1800LT  

1.  

INFORMED SAR-OPS THAT, EXTENSION CHARTER FOR FURTHER 3D ONLY POSSIBLE, IF UNTIL 18.12., 0900H LT SONAR CONTACT WITH PINGER CAN BE ESTABLISHED WITH CERTAINTY. IF NOT SONNE WILL LEAVE LOCATION 18.12. APPROXIMATELY 0400H AND RETURN TO PT.LOUIS.  ETA 18.12. APPROXIMATELY 17:00.  

AN EXTENSION  OF  TOTAL CHARTER PERIOD OF 10 D WOULD BE  JUSTIFIED ONLY DUE TO PARAMOUNT ASPECTS  AND WOULD HAVE TO BE ADVISED BY BMFT . 

2.  

AT THIS TIME OFOS-PROFILE IN EASTERN PART OF  SEARCH AREA I UNTIL  CA. 21:00. THEREAFTER CONTINUE TV-SURVEY WITH GTVB.  

3.  

DUE TO EXISTING EQUIPMENT HERE, ONLY PHOTO-/TV-SURVEY WITH APPROXIMATELY 4M WIDE VIEWING FIELD POSSIBLE. OTHERWISE SEABEAM-MAPPING.  

4.  

STATUS 16:00  

SO FAR AUDIO OBSERVATIONS BY TUGS DID NOT PRODUCE  UNAMBIGUOUS RESULTS. TEMPORARY CONTACTS COULD NOT BE CONFIRMED. PINGER LOCATOR SYSTEM W.W. AT THIS TIME NOT OPERATIONAL.  

5.  

SA AFRICANA (FISHERIES RESEARCH VESSEL) 18.12. CA.03:00 ON  LOCATION. ON BOARD PROBABLY PLESSEY-SYSTEM.  

6.  

UP TO NOW ACTIVITIES OF TUGS MARKED BY TECHNICAL DEFICIENCIES AND DEFECTS, INADEQUATE COMMUNICATION WITH SAR-OPS AND US AS WELL AS IMPRECISIONS IN POSITIONING.  

SONNE REPORTED IN WRITING TO SAR-OPS ABOUT OWN ACTIVITIES DAILY. SA-CONTACT PERSON ON BOARD PHONED DAILY AT TIMES REPEATEDLY SAR-OPS RE. PLANNING.  

7.  

PREPARATIONS TO RETURN TO PT.LOUIS DONE, AGENCY INFORMED.  
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